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Men's track team wins gold
SGA rallies students for elections:
Kerry Washington and Ben McKenzie
urge students to get involved in the
political process.
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The safer sex:
Speakers warn students of the dangers of
STDs and HIV/AIDS.
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What's going on?
News from the State and the Nation.
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By Rlehard White, Toe Panther

Letter to the Editor:
Panther reader expresses disagreement
with the newspaper.
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Twice as nice: The 2008 men's indoor track and field team repeat as SWAC champions in two consecutive years.
By Lionel Mosby

Panther Staff

As little \{ids, members of the Prairie
View A&M University track team were told not
to run indoors, but as young men on the back
to back SWAC men's indoor championship
team, the Panthers have been running and
running well.
Last weekend during the two day
championship meet in Baton Rouge, La., the
Panthers took the top spot for a second year
in a row, garnering 143 total points ahead of
second place Jackson State's 112.

20 wins and counting:
The Lady Panthers basketball team
makes Prairie View history.
pages

The team's performance was led by
Coach Clifton Gilliard, SWAC's men's indoor
track and field coach of the year.
PVAMU's Bradley Durham won the
me 's weight throw with a throw of 16.56 mete .
In pole vault, PVAMU's Justin Brewer won gold at 4.64 meters. Senior Tyrown
Russell said, "We relied heavily on the field
events, they boosted our points up to win the
meet.•
Jackson State's Lavarus Giles finished first in the men's dash with a time of
6.81 seconds while PVAMU's Chris Taylor
pushed him with a 6.83 for second place.
In the long distance contests,
PVAMU's Alonzo Thomas and Ashton Brown

finished first and third respectively in the mile
run with times of 4:22.84 and 4:28.24. In the
5,000 meter run they finished first and second
with Thomas taking the title at 15:52.77 and
Brown coming in next at 15:53-42.
ln the last event of the day, the 4 x
400 meter relay, was decided by Jess than half
of a second. The Jackson State relay team won
the event with a time of 3:17.19. The PVAMU
team finished second with a time of 3:17.42
while Southern ended up third at 3:17.47.
Junior Cecil Shy said, "We did a pretty good job, we performed our best, and that's
all we can ask for."
The Panthers will now move to outdoor March 6 and 7 in Huntsville, Texas, at the
York Relays.

ASA shares culture with song, dance
By Jaqueline Sadberry
Panther Staff

Tennis shows no faults:
After its performance, tennis team looks
to upset many faces.
pages

Psychologically speaking:
Do you have an eating problem?
page6

Strut your stuff:
Back to basics shows PV how to start off
the spring fashion season.
page7
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Students were welcomed into the
Opal Johnson Smith Memorial Student Center auditorium Feb. 29 with reggae and hiphop music as the African Students Association
ended Black History Month with a program
titled, "Coming To America."
Host Uchenna Nwafor led the audience in prayer and shortly afterward introduced hostess Erina Imasogie to the stage.
The goal of the event was to encourage students to be proud of their African heritage and erase any stereotypes in their minds.
ASA members said they also wanted students
to enjoy themselves while learning more about
African culture.
The show started with poets BreAnna
"Bri.Diva" Cooper and Ahmad "Nyne" Hygh
performing the piece "He Loves Me/She Loves
Me." The poem received a round of applause
from the audience.
Next up were the ASA dancers, followed by the Spiritual Expressions Dance
Team.
After the dancing was more poetry
and a slideshow on various African countries.
.
The statistics on one country in particular shocked audience members. Nwafor said that there is a high mortality rate in
Zambia, due to HIV/AIDS. He then asked th e
audience how old they thought the people of
Zambia lived to be.
"
After several guesses Nwafor s~d,
The sad thing about Zambia is that the hfe
expectancy is 37."
Following the slideshow, an ASA
me?1ber and Imasogie performed a dance t_o
Afncan music while wearing traditional African attire. Travis Dewayne Hood III, who ~oes
by the name 'Tre Hood,' recited an original
poem "Girl You Bad" as an introduction for
local ra~per Cash Capone, who perlormed the
song "Gu-1 You Badd."
.
Several audience members got mvolved by holding up home-made signs as cash
Capone and a few of the wGirl You Badd~ danc-

By Evan White,

Toe Panther

Back to the Motherland: Performers at the African Students Association's
"Coming to America" program show pride in their heritage through dance.
ers modeled and danced around the stage.
Next Amen Oyiboke-Osiso sang a
solo, "Still I Rise" by Yolanda Adams. After
her solo, the first segment of a three-part fashion show took place.
The entire fashion show was African
themed, as the ASA members demonstrated
the proper introduction of an African king and
queen.
Before the second and third part of
the fashion show, there was a question and
answer period. Nwafor asked the audience
about their African heritage.
After a few students said they were
not African, sophomore Health major Anthony Onokwu reminded students that even
though they identified themselves as African
American, they still had African heritage.
'"The only ones who were really
American were the Native Americans," Onokwu said. "You should be proud of Africa.~

The organization brought the event
to a close with the ASA dancers doing one last
perlormance. Nenaji Agbolabori, president of
the ASA, gave a few closing remarks, there was
a short discussion about genocide in Darfur
and then a prayer.
When asked if he found the program to be informative, freshman biology and
chemistry double major and member of ASA
Mopelola Olaleye, said, "I felt we were very informative. People who think they know Africa
really don't."
Sophomore nursing major Cordelia Alikah said, "I learned a lot because of the
genocide speech. When I'm done with nursing
school I'm going to give back to Africa."
For spectators longing for more and
those not in attendance, members assured
students of more events to come. The organization has designated April 7 to April 12 as
ASA week.
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SGA closes election day with rally
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the political proce s.
P tudents bowed up at
the poll Tu day in drove , man
coming to vote in the democratic
and republican primari , and ome
pecifically coming to support local
politician .
Lavar Wright, a ophomore
juvenile justice major and an Obama
·upporter said, "Every vot in thi
election counts" and talked about
the influenc that enator Obama's
race had on hi deci ion.
"Black men in America
don't get a lot of chances to b in po'ition , of power," Wright aid. " o
hi race wa definitely a factor for
me; not the only factor, but a very
important one."
Stephanie Coward, a freshman p ychology major, a first-time
voter, and another Obama supporter said that her decision was based

mostly on Senator Clinton's failure
to propose coherent plans for her
presidency.
"Clinton doesn't
seem to know what she's talking
about ometimes," said Coward,
"and she is trying to use her husband to become presidenL"
The overwhelming majority of Prairie View students who
were interviewed supported Barack
Obama.
Many students said that
the tate of the economy and the war
in Iraq were the most important issues affecting their decision for the
presidential primary.
A long line of students
formed at the community polling
center for the Democratic caucus,
which began at 7:10 p.m.
*Domonique Pugh contributed to
this article.

By Evan White, The Panther

Texas two-step: Early voters wait outside the community center for the caucus to begin.
By Ashley Slayton
and Jerrell Allen
News Editor and Online Editor

Activities for Student Government Association's Election Day
Blow Out began Friday Feb. 29 \\Tith
a fish fry at Waller County Courthouse and culminated Tuesday
March 4 with an Election Day rally
at the Prairie View community center.
Despite dismal weather
and a late start, students turned out
for the event, listening to the sounds
of DJ Mr. Rogers as they waited on
the guest speakers for the evening,
actor Ben McKenzie and actress
Kerry Washington.
Brendan Winters, a freshman agriculture animal science major who attended Friday's fish fry
and rally, said he'd previously voted
after the 7.2 mi student March to the
Polls, Feb. 19.
"My mama told me if you
don't stand up for something, you'll
fall for anything," Winters said.
"It's important to have our voices
heard."
Winters who attended the
event for the fellowship and to learn
more about the political process,
said he found out about the event
through a text message.
Frisbees and footballs were

flying when McKenzie and Washington arrived, just missing a light
rainstorm.
McKenzie, an Austin, TX
native, who previously starred in
The O.C., said that he and Washington were strong supporters of
Barack Obama and encouraged students to vote.
"If the young people vote
then we might decide thi election
for him," said McKenzie. "Barack
has specific programs that will impact them like a provisional health
care program and an educational
program where students can qualify
for $4,000 with volunteer service."
Washington, who previously starred in movies such as The
Last King of Scotland and The Fantastic Four, had been on the road
with the Obama campaign for several months and visited nine different
states.
"People seem to be realizing their power," Washington said.
"People fought really hard for us to
have this power and we have a responsibility to the people who paved
the way before us to vote."
McKenzie and Washington
urged students to attend the caucus
March 4.
Saturday March 1 SGA
hosted "We Decide 08" a HBCU Political Convention that invited Prairie View students and students from

SIFE expo exposes business talent

By Evan White, The Panther

Broad horizons: Entrepreneurs mingle with students in the
Memorial Student Center at an expo hosted by SIFE Feb. 28.
By Dontae McCray
Panther Staff

Anticipation and aspiration were the emotions stirring in
the Willie Albert Tempton Memorial Student Center Feb. 28 as young
entrepreneurs gathered for the Student Entrepreneurial Expo.
The annual event, hosted
by Students Interested in Free Enterprise gathered many entrepreneurs and students.
Among the exhibitions
present was one of Prairie View's
more renowned clothing lines, Six
Figgaz and Kelvin McDaniel, part of
the line's management staff.
McDaniel said he was happy to seethe success of the event and
that he participated in the expo because he "loved the pursuit of having your own. Nothing is promised.

Working for yourself allows you
to open up business for the people
around you."
Comtney Cunningham,
SIFE member said, ''It gives aspiring entrepreneurs a chance to see
what it would be like to develop and
own your own business, if you were
interested in doing so."
Architecture major Gregory Gray said he gained inspiration
from various business owners.
.
He is currently the orgamzer of the Phoenix Rising Wellness
Institute, a company concerned and
dedicated to holistic health opportunities for African Americans.
Many students came out in
support of their peers.
Alumnus Kevin Slaughter, who graduated in 20 07, is the
owner of KRS Hookups, a clothing
company that supplies its clientele
with custom Air Forces, Jordans
and other shoes. Slaughter decided

surrounding schools out to educate
them oo the importance of politics
and increase the voter turnout for
minority students in the collegiate
age bracket.
Andre Evans, SGA president aid the events included a
"crossfire debate about different
political topics, round table discussions and facts about delegates and
their platforms."
Delegates from Houston
visited the campus. Guest speaker
Andrew Kyewoh spoke about the
government and presidential elections past and present. Speaker
Frederick Roberts discu sed elections in Texas and the approaching
primary elections. Evans said the
primary focus of the event was to
educate students about politics.
Jeron Barnett, police officer and candidate for Waller County
Sheriff, said he was proud of students efforts to be involved in the
political process.
"I think that Prairie View
students are really showing Waller
County that they are a part of this
community and an important part.
As long as there is a collective and
unified effort students can make a
difference in this community," Barnett said.
By Evan White, The Panther
Tuesday's rally at the community center culminated SGA's ef- Mix and mingle: Kerry Washington interacts with students
forts to involve the student body in and children at a fish fry during the last day of early voting.

to go into business for himself for
per onal reasons.
"Can't nobody pay me like
I pay myself," said Slaughter.
Slaughter says his products have been successful.
"It basically sells itself," he
said. "Everything is based on word
of mouth. People buy and they like
it and they send more people."
Slaughter's strategy was
shared by many of the entrepreneurs.
"Besides the satisfaction
of personal growth, this company
allows me to make more money
and promote leadership skills to
the student body. You ~no~, being
in charge of your own, said _Terry
Cossey, senior computer engmeering major and owner of Elletek Solutions.
Other establishments pr~sent included UJ fashions; a clothmg
company owned by business marketing major Uniquka Johnson ~d
Jazz Dat, an independent clothmg
designing enterprise spearhea~ed
by sophomore architecture maJor
Jasmine Wiggins.
One unique company represented at the exPo was Just Because, a non profit company that
gathered volunteers to knit blankets
for unfortunate families.
.
Headed by Anita Mucon,
the organization took volu~teers
who were willing to learn to kmt and
those who were willing to teach others the skill
SIFE. d ·sor Frederick
a \fl
. h.
Roberts attempted to rnainta1.n 1s
compo ure, as he spake exc1tedl~
about the increa ing success of th
expo with each pa sing year.
Robert acknowledged the
level of succes attainable through
the use of channels like the expo..
"Six Figgaz participated m
the first expo and now took where
they are. You don't know hoW muf
advice they can offer that is nee ed."

HIV/ AIDS lecture sheds
light on STDs, statistics
By Dontae McCray
Panther Staff

Campus Activities Board
hosted a down-to-earth eye-opening lecture on safe sex practices
Wednesday, Feb. 27, in the Opal
Johnson Smith Memorial Student
Center Auditorium.
Guest speaker Barbara Joseph, the founder and director of
Positive Efforts, a non-profit organization specializing in educating
and testing minorities in the Houston community on HIV/ AIDS, informed students, "HIV/AIDS is an
epidemic. African Americans are
disproportionely hit the hardest by
its effects."
According to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, African Americans account for 13 percent of the U.S.
population and they account for
about half (49 percent) of people
who get HIV/ AIDS.
"Young people don't think
about it," Joseph said. "If we don't
~alk straight, you're going to learn
it the wrong way."
Joseph became an AIDS
advocate for African Americans
25 years ago after being diagnosed
with HIV.
"I wasn't even having fun,
I got it from a blood transfusion "
she said.
'
Joseph has been fighting
the virus for over two decades.
Hyron Hall, senior trainer
with the City of Houston Department of Health and Human Services delivered a graphic, informative slideshow displaying images of

individuals affected with syphilis
and herpes.
Kirwin Booker, a freshman electrical engineering major,
gave his perception on the grotesque images.
"In health class, we talked
about it, but we never saw pictures.
The pictures were scary and made
it real," said Booker.
Hall provided startling
s_ta~istics !bout STDs and syphihs m particular, ranking Houston
12th among cities infected with
syphilis.
The lecture included a
~emon~tration on safer sex practices with proper techniques when
using male and female condoms
and dental dam.
'
Hall left with a message
"You know somebody i~~ected with HIV and nobody is tellmg you. You can be infected and
?ot e~en know. There are no visible s1gns," Hall said.
Immediately
following
the lecture, students were encouraged to get a free HIV test in the
s~udent lounge offered by university Health & Counseling Services.
Greg Rose and Drechelle Edwards-Williams, lead peer
health educators, administered
and advised students prior to and
after their test results.
They recommended students who had any form of un rotected sex, shared needles s ~
es t tt
b
, yrmg' a oos, ody piercing or h
had an STD to get tested f~r H~ o
The
Owen-Franklin
Hea_lth Center offers free HIV
testing for a fee Monday throu h
Thursdays from 9 a m t
g
. . osp.m.
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Ex . . drug officer turned pitchman for

Justice Department to monitor
elections in four Texas counties
.
DALLAS (AP)- The Justi~ Department said it will monitor
pnmary election voting Tuesday in
Brazos, Fort Bend, Galveston and
W all_er counties to ensure that local
offi~tals obey laws banning discrimination at polling places.
Brazos, Fort Bend and
Galv~ton counties are required to
provide ballots and other material
in Spanish and English.
.
Under the federal Voting
Rights Act, the Justice Department
~ _send observers to monitor pollmg m 16 states with a history of discrimination.
Last year, the Justice Department settled six lawsuits that
charged Texas cities, counties and
school districts had violated the
rights of Spanish-speaking residents
by producing misleading translated

materials and not having enough
Spanish-speaking election workers. One lawsuit was filed against
Galveston County.
Waller County has a history of voting problems. After the
2006 elections, the state attorney
general's office seized county election records after complaints that
black voters' rights were violated.
About 300 students at Prairie View A&M University, a historically black school, said they had to
wait three to four hours to vote and
ended up casting provisional ballots
because their names were missing
from election rosters.
About 1,000 students from
Prairie View marched seven miles
from campus to the county courthouse last month to call attention to
voting problems in the county.

Bush keeps stand for updated
US surveillance bill, immunity
By Jennifer Loven
Associated Press Staff
WASHINGTON
(AP)President George W. Bush said
Monday that telecommunications
companies should be thanked, not
sued, for helping the government
conduct warrantless wiretapping in
the U.S. after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.
The Senate version of a law
to make it easier for the government
to conduct domestic eavesdropping
on suspected terrorists' phone calls
and e-mails provides retroactive
legal protection for telecommunications companies that wiretapped
without court permission. The
House of Representatives' version
does not.
Bush says he will veto any
bill without it, and he has kept up a
drumbeat of events and remarks in
recent weeks to press his point.
Telecom companies face
around 40 lawsuits for their alleged
role in wiretapping their American
customers.
"Should these lawsuits be
allowed to proceed, or should any
company that may have helped save
American lives be thanked for performing a patriotic service?" Bush
said after meeting at the White
House with the National Association
of Attorneys General.
"Should those who stepped
forward to say we're going to help
defend America have to go to the
courthouse to defend themselves, or
should the Congress and the president say thank you for doing your
patriotic duty? I believe we ought to
say thank you," he said.
Bush said there are enough
vot~ in the House to pass the Senate version, but that "a minority in
the House has been holding the bill
up."
Rep. Silvestre 'Reyes, a
Democrat, said a vote could come
within the next week.
"I urge the full House to
pass this legislation as soon as possible ., Bush said. "I know we need to
have'the private carriers available to
provide information."

It was not clear from Reyes'
remarks what sort of protections
Democrats might be willing to agree
to, and whether they would pass
muster with Bush. Reyes did not
specifically say whether the House
proposal would mirror the Senate's
version.
House Democrats worry
that providing retroactive legal immunity would erode civil liberties
protections.
"There's a lot of legal complexities on the FISA renewal debate, but the real issue comes down
to this: To defend the country, we
need to be able to monitor communications of terrorists quickly and be
able to do it effectively," Bush said.

••

martJUana runs for Congress in Texas
o_ALLAS (AP)- A former
narcotics officer who advocates the
legalization of drugs has a new caessman.
reer goal - congr
.
BarrY Cooper ts running
as a Libe~an can_did~te in the
31st Congressional District in Central Texas. He faces Republican incumbent John Carter and Democrat
Brian P. Ruiz, a consultant.
None of the three bas an
opponent in Tuesday's primary.
cooper, a pohce officer in
several Texas town ' became a sue-

cessful narcotics officer after joining
the Permian Basin Drug Task Force,
a regional group in West Texas.
Cooper, 38, said be took
part in 800 drug busts, and seized
more than 50 vehicles and $500,000
in cash and assets.
However, he soured on his
former profession and now advocates the legalization of drugs, saying that would mean addicts could
receive better treatment and drugrelated crimes would decrease.
Cooper said laws prohib-

Teenage couple accused of conspiring to kill
TYLER. Texas (AP)- Police
arrested a teen~~ couple Monday
accused of conspinng to kill the foster father of the teen girl.
No one was injured in
the alleged plot, said Tyler police
spokesman Don Martin.
April Rhoten and James
Neal Perkins, both 1 8, were charged
with conspiracy to commit murder.
Detectives took Rhoten
into custody at Robert E. Lee High

School in Tyler. Her boyfriend,
Perkins, was arrested at Goodwill
Industries, where he works. If convicted, each faces two to 20 years in
prison.
Police have a witness who
came forward with information
about the alleged plot.
Dennis Rhoten, April Rhoten's foster father, was the target,
Martin said. He declined to release
more specifics.

Perkins also was arrested
on an outstanding warrant for a
false alarm over threats made to
Chapel Hill High School, where he
was a student.
· Perkins was being held on
a $100,000 bond.
It was unclear if he had an
attorney.
Smith County Jail officials
didn't have information about April
Rhoten on Monday night.

Student who threw Qurans in toilet gets community service
NEW YORK (AP)-A former
university student who twice threw
copies of the Quran into a school
toilet after disputes with Muslims
pleaded guilty Monday in New York
to disorderly conduct in connection
with the incidents.
Stanislav Shmulevich, 24,
pleaded guilty as part of a deal in
which be must do 300 hours of community service.
He bas completed about
So hours of the service at a hospital,
his lawyer said.
Shmulevich, of Brooklyn,

PV Student Housing
Now Lea ing

New York, admitted he tossed the
Muslim holy books into toilets at
Pace University on Oct. 13, 2006,
and Nov. 21, 2006.
In both cases, a teacher
found the books in a men's room on
the second floor of the school's main
building in lower Manhattan.
Muslims consider the
Quran a sacred writing that contains
the direct word of God.
Detective Faisal Khan, who
prepared the complaint, said Shmulevich told him "he committed the
acts out of anger toward a group of

Muslim students with whom he h ad
a recent disagreement."
Shmulevich, a business
major who had immigrated from
former Soviet Union, initially was
charged with two counts of criminal
mischief as a hate crime.
His lawyer, Glenn Morak,
said he believed the disorderly conduct plea was an appropriate disposition.
Shmulevich, the lawyer
said, is no longer at Pace, which h as
about 14,000 students on its campuses in New York City and Westchester County.

Aum Bibi's ChristianAcademv
Evening Childcare
NCI ACCEPTED

Furnished/Unfurnished units
Cable, Washer, Dryer Included
Startup at $400.00

2903 l■ls l 'arc, WIiier, TX 11489
Hours of Operation: 6:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Extended Hours: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Hourly Rates Available
For more info please call (936) 372- 1388

Peak Realty
24687 Richards Road
Prairie new, TX
979-92 1-9530

ROOKS

24444
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9 36-857-9533
WWW.BR00KSL.ANDINGAPTS.COM
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1X 1
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2X2
$ 495/$520

4X2
'$415

PRICES FOR EACH ROOM!!
ALL RooMS INCLUDE: ALL BlLLS PAID
C A BLE (3 PREM I UM) . v'/ASHER 8c DRYERS IN EACH APARTMENT.
BUI LT I N DESKS AND CEILING FANS
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OTIS CLAVBORNE
BUSNESS MANA;ER

iting the growing, selling and consumption of drugs, marijuana in
particular, are misguided.
"Americans are not going
to stop growing it, they're not going
to stop buying it, they're not going to
stop smoking it, even if you continue
to put them in jail," Cooper said.
He has been selling tips
on marijuana use. His latest DVD,
"Never Get Raided," shows bow to
buy, sell and grow pot without going
to jail, and how to identify undercover officers.

JERRELL N.. EN
0NLNEEDf OR

The Panther is a publication supported through advertising and
student activity fees. Views expressed within the publ ication are
not neccessarily those shared by
Prairie View A&M University or
the Texas A&M University Board
of Regents. All articles, photographs, and graphics are property
of The Panther.

AMEY SLAYTON
NEWSEDITOA
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sq.A. speak§ out

Andre Evans
SGA President

The Student Government Association has been
working diligently to ensure that
the basic rights of the students
are protected.
In doing so, we have

begun a petition to place <:8me~as
in the University Village residential
areas. It has been expressed to me
that the students would like more
preventive measures taken to guarantee their safety.
I will always be adamant
about adhering to the demands of
the student body, so if there are any
other concerns please don't hesitate
to contact me.
1 am also excited to mention that the SGA is launching a
fundraising campaign to donate
funds toward renovating Blackshear
Stadium. The stadium has been long
overdue for an upgrade, and thanks
to the proactive efforts of freshman
Jharuel Johnson, who is the new
SGA Director of Athletics, we are
making strides to resolve this problem.
The fundraiser will also
serve as a campus beautification
project. We have decided to sell
engraved bricks and lay them in a
scenic location on campus. The pro-

jected location as of now is L.W.
Minor, which is the street north
of the Memorial Student Center.
As a graduating senior I understand the importance of leaving
a legacy, and I have provided all
the students With an opportunity
to leave a legacy.
For prices and details
contact the SGA office.
Furthermore I want to
inform everyone of the terrible
new~. My term as president is
coming to an end but don't cry
just yet.
'
We have an outstanding
cast of candidates applying for
the position and I encourage you
to get to know them so you will
make the best decision.
The upcoming elections
should be very exciting so I hope
you all get involved. More information about candidates and
dates will be available soon.
Have a very fun and safe
Spring Break!!! ,

By Kendl Graham
Panther Staff

What are your plans for
Spring Break:

"I plan on going to Padre, and
kicking it with the bruhs."

Jremeyko Anderson
Senior
Business Management

Letter to the Editor
were given misinformation by ever, encourage The Panther
Dear Editor,
I read your last issue me, given the fact, that I pub- to always be the first to publish
with great interest. By reading licly criticized Waller County matters such as polling sites and
the articles (lead story and 20 Commissioner's Court for not times, and to not wait for local
Questions) your paper seems to advertising their polling sites ele~ed officials to provide such
be implying that I have, at best, in The Panther. It was because service.
Lastly, The Panther
misled students with respect to of my formal criticism that they
quoted
the
Waller County Comvoted
to
advertise
in
The
Panpolling locations and, at worst,
missioner's
Court Judge Owen
flat out lied to them. I think it ther. The court's minutes reflect
is important that your readers such decision. If they did not Ralston as saying that Waller
know that Waller County offi- advertise with your paper it is County officials should have
cials only provided early voting probably because they missed communication directly with
students and "elimiat the local community
center after your SGA . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.. nate the agents in the
middle who may have
leaders working with
" ••• your paper seems to be
a
different agenda."
local elected officials,
•
including myself, and
1mp
ying th at I ave, at est, Since I was not able to
respond to that critivarious lawyers submislead students with respect cism,
I think it is fair
mitted protest to the
U.S. Justice Departto polling locations and, at to remind Panther
readers that first, I
ment.
worst,
flat
out
lied
to
them."
am a Waller County
Only after local
official and second,
candidates and non"the
march" was unprofit
organizations
derwritten
by
the
Student Govspent hundreds if not thousands your deadline. Not surprisingly,
ernment
Association
and Black
of dollars promoting and calling they didn't miss the deadlines of
for "the march" did county offi- four other county-based news- Vote Texas, as well as the Nacials relent and add other poll- papers. I was fighting for The tional Urban League, the NaPanther and for the students' tional Coalition for Black Civic
ing sites.
Participation, The National
right
to be respected.
Should we have canPan-Hellenic Council, and even
I
am
proud
of
Prairie
celed the march and gone back
to spend more money to pro- View students and their politi- the editor of Essence Magazine,
mote their new decision in an cal involvement over the past Susan Taylor, supported and
effort to redirect voters to an- 30 years. If they did not know prayed publicly for the event.
other site? In fact, I was some- where to go and vote, I can hon- These are hardly agents with an
what surprised that The Pan- estly say that I did what I could agenda separate from Prairie
ther implied that the students to inform them. I would how- View students.
Judge Dewayne Charleston

l •

h

Daryl Flaggs
Senior
Architecture

b

"I am going to South Padre
Island."

Vernatta Bailey
Junior
Social Work

"I will be recovering from
midterms, resting in my Houston
loft."

Editor's Note:
While we fully respect your efforts to persuade Waller
your right to defend your views, County Commissioner's Court
and we apologize if you feel The to advertise polling sites in The
Panther
has
painted you in
a negative light,
we feel the need
to clarify a few
of the issues
you raised in
your letter.
T h e
Panther staff
disagrees that
the lead story,
"Early
polls
open at community center,"
which ran Feb.
27, implied that
you have misled
students. What
the content of
the article clearly covers is the Panther1 and recognize that as
confusion surrounding whether a result of your actions those
voting polls would be available sites were publicized in the Feb
·
at the community center. Many 6 edition.
students were unaware that
Judge Owen Ralston's
early voting was available Feb. comment that the county needed
21, 22 and 23 and many others "to work directly with students
were not aware that the polls and not have those in between
agents," was not a premeditated
would open March 4.
We are also aware of attack on any individual. ·The

"I am going on a road trip to
Washington D.C., back home to
Atlanta, and having a good time
until I get back."

article and the statement neither suggested nor stated that
any one perso~ was responsible
for the confusion. In fact,
Ralston stated
that should there
be any blame
placed at all,
then it should be
shared equally
among all parties involved.
often,
when
The
Panther
covers campus
political events,
Waller County
fficials
have
~een unavailable
£ r comment or
o
d
We
negJecte ·
welcollled
the
opportunity to offer the student
body both sides of the issue at
hand while remaining neutral.
In regards
to queso·on. 14 of 20
.
Q~estions,
we would }lke to remind the stud t bodY and all
readers that .. ~n uestions submitted are not ~~ views of 7?1e
Panther"
as sta ted in our d1s.
claimer.

We would like to remind the
student body and all readers
that "the questions
submitted are not the views of
The Panther" as stated in our
disclaimer.

Megan A. Kimble
Junior
Early Childhood Education

Didn't see ::iour ideas or
suggestions in this week's
eaition of The Panther?
ComeJoin
The Pantner staff
ever'"y Mondau at 5
~
Eh
o
p.m. 1n
t e MSC) room 219.
See _you soon.
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Panthers baseball use their
bats to spur weekend sweep
By Cedrick Wtlson
Panther Staff

By Evan White, The Panther

The~ in the West: Gaati Werema (left), Chari Smith (center), and Shavonne Smith (right)
along wi th the Lady Panthers continue to dominate and prepare for the SWAC tournament.
By James Motton n
Panther Staff

On Saturday, March 1, the
Lady Panthers took on the Bulldogs
of Alabama A&M University. Prairie View didn't give Alabama A&M
any sunlight for redemption as they
captured a 89-58 win.
Alabama A&M came out
playing up-tempo basketball, as
the Lady Panthers were trailing the
Bulldogs midway through the first
half. Alabama A&M didn't keep the
Lady Panthers down for · long, as
Prairie View re-ignited its offense. A
Twila Stokes jump shot off of a Candice Thomas assist gave the Lady
Panthers a 44-31 lead going into the
half. Gaati Werema had 10 points
and Thomas dished out six assists
all in the first half.
In the second half the
Lady Panthers' offense was still on

fire. Prairie View opened up with a
Shavonne Smith jump shot and a
Thomas fast break lay-up. Stokes
then connected on a three-point
play, giving the Lady Panthers a 5033 lead at the 17:40 mark. The Lady
Panthers' defense was too much for
the Bulldogs, as they forced them to
a low 17 percent shooting in the second half.
Werema was one of six
players who scored in double figures
with 18 points. Dominique Smith
and Thomas added 15 points, with
Thomas dishing out a game high
nine assists.
The Lady Panthers still had
unfinished business to take care of,
as they took on the Lady Hornets of
Alabama State in their final home
game of the season. Prairie View
came out firing taking a 18-4 lead on
a Werema acrobatic baseline lay-up.
Alabama State sneaked up on the
Lady Panthers as they came within
28-20. A Dominique Smith three

point jump shot stretched the Panthers' lead to 33-20 at the 1:41 mark.
The Panthers went go into the half
with a 36-24 lead.
In the second half the
Panthers fuse was still lit. Thomas
scored the Panthers' first five points
at 1:28 mark of the second half. A
Chari Smith jump shot increased
the Lady Panthers' lead to 55-32 at
the 13:55 mark. The Lady Panthers
didn't look back as they held on to
win 78-56.
Guard Candice Thomas
had a big night, leading the Panthers
with 22 points on six of 13 shooting
from the floor. Scoring in double figures for the Lady Panthers was Werema, Shavonne Smith, and Chari
Smith with 19, 11, and 10 points
each.
The Lady Panthers will
look to take court when they take on
the Jaguars of Southern University
in Baton Rouge, La. on Thursday,
March 6 at 5:30 p.m.

The Panther baseball team
allowed their bats to guide them to
a three game weekend sweep of the
University of Arkansas Pine Bluff
Golden Lions.
In the first game, the Panthers fell behind after a three-run
first inning from Pine Bluff; however, the Panthers struck right back
with a three run first and three run
second inning fueled by a home run
from Greg Ford and constant capitalization on Pine Bluff errors by the
Panther base runners.
The pitching was also solid
as Wrandal Taylor settled in after
the first inning to throw five innings
of three run baseball.
The win was punctuated by
Myrio Richard's two-run home run
in the sixth to make the final score,
9-3.
In the second game, the
Panthers again fell behind early but
their bats again brought them out of
a hole. After falling behind 3-0, the
Panthers exploded for 12 runs in the
third.

The rally started with a Rashad White home run and the big hit
was contributed by Manuel Tabares
as Prairie View sent 16 batters to the
plate in that inning. Pine Bluff attempted to come back with a big inning of their own but timely Panther
pitching and two insurance runs in
the bottom of the sixth helped to
protect the 18-14 win.
Oscar Goldman also contributed heavily with four RBIs.
On Sunday, the Panthers
didn't allow Pine Bluff to even lead
as they jumped out to an early 1st
inning lead on an excellent baserunning play by Rashad White. In the
second inning, Prairie View tacked
on four more runs including a two
RBI double by John Villapando. The
Panthers put the game out of reach
with a six run fifth inning with important RBIs by Ford, Villapando,
and Tabares. The Panthers finished
the game with a score of 18-7. Terry
Salter and Conrad Limas combined
to pitch the nine innings for the Panthers who improved to 7-1 for the
year. The Panthers next home contest will be against Grambling State
on March 8 and 9, both at 1 p.m.
The Panther will have a busy spring
break, all for preparation of the conference tournament.

Tennis gets bold at East vs. West Round-Up
By Dontae McCray
Panther Staff

The men's and women's
tennis teams competed in the East
vs. West roundup Feb. 29 through
Sunday March 2 in Jackson, Miss.
and the men's and women's caine
out 4-2 for the weekend.
Coach Cochran, head coach
for both teams, said that the matchups were very important. "We know
we're one of the best in the western
divison of the SWAC and now we
know we can play against the teams
from the eastern division," said Cochran.
The men took on Jackson
State in their first match Friday and
lost 4-1. In their second match of the
day they were victorious and swept
the match 4-0 against Alabama
A&M.
On Saturday the men faced
Alcorn State in a pivotal matchup.
Alcorn State won the doubles matchup against the Panthers but the men
bounced back and swept the singles
matches to win 4-1. The men also
took down Alabama State on their

second day of competition.
The men were victorious
on the final day of competition but
couldn't close out the roundup with
a victory because of a loss in a match
to Xavier.
Cochran said, "We played
our sixth game in three days and
Xavier had a rest, we still played
hard but if we were fresh, totally different story."
The men's team had good
performances from seniors Nickolas Bateman and Andy Narido, as
well as sophomores Hosea Garcia,
Jenney Hubb, freshmen Brandon
Simpson and Kudakwash Nyatiti.
The women began Friday's
matches with a 4-1 win against Jackson State and a huge victory against
2007 conference champions Alabama A&M.
"It was a tough one and the
women pulled out both the singles
and doubles match points and three
matches went down to the wire going to three sets," said Cochran.
Samantha Cato, the team's
number one player won a big match
against a player from A&M's championship team a year ago. Sophomore Melissa Guerrier, juniors Jes-

sica Aguilar, Tracy Quan, and senior
Antoinette Majors, all had integral
parts in the team's success during
the weekend. Cochran believes after
the two big victories on Friday, the
ladies came out flat and that's why
they lost their matchup against Alcorn State 4-1.
The ladies beat Alabama
State in their second match Saturday 4-0 and Mississippi Valley
State on Sunday. The ladies also
went down in defeat against Xavier
on Sunday.
"Overall both teams had a
pretty good weekend," said Cochran.
As far as the men's SWAC title, it will
be between Prairie View, Southern,
Alcorn St. and Jackson St." Cochran
said. The women's team is already
tough to beat but will be even better if they can get junior Melanie
Brown back and freshman Nunashe
Makuni. Cochran said the west divison matchups that Will be hosted
in Prairie View will be crucial to the
team because they will determine
who goes to SWAC and who gets the
number one seed.
The tennis teams will be in
action at home against UT San Antonio on March 8.

The pitching staff anticipates a more than successful year.

'rhe Panthers rurrentlr.., lead
the S\\'.\(' in stril,eouts

Two tough losses send the Panthers to ninth place in the conference
By Whitney Harris
Panther Staff
The Panthers men's basketball team faced two more sad defeats at home against Alabama A&M
and Alabama State.
On March 1, the Panthers
lost to the Alabama A&M Bulldogs
72-62 as they both fought ~or a place
in the Southwestern Athletic Conference Tournament in Birmingham,
Ala. Prairie View got off to a rough
start and trailed most of tbe first
half. At times, the Panthers _came
close to a lead, but quickly 10st it and
again fell behind 10 points.
"We turned the ball over
too many times," said junior Ahmed
Khalfan. "We started out th e game

flat".

o-

Coming back from a 3
38 deficit at halftime, the Pan th ers

struggled to put more points on the
board. Finally, the score was cut
closer after a few quick lay-ups.
"Coach kept telling us to
keep playing and try harder to take
care of the ball. We needed to just
take it one play at a time," Khalfan
said.
In the final minutes of the
game, the Panthers were down only
one point. Seconds later, senior
guard Aaron Smith received a technical foul spreading the margin to
three points.
"He was contesting a call
the referee didn't make," Khalfan
said. "Those free throws really hurt
us."
After that, the Panthers
never recovered, causing them another loss. Euless native Derek
Johnson led the team with 22 points
and helping were seniors Brian Ezeh
with 14 and Smith with 12.
Monday night, Prairie View

played a different ballgame. At their
senior night, the Panthers fought
hard against the Hornets, keeping
the score close. It was basket for
basket all night with neither team
giving the other a lot of room to take
a comfortable lead. At the end of the
night Prairie View still lost 61-57 to
the n~mber one t~m in the SWAC.
Coming into halftime, the Hornets
outhustled the Panthers to take
their lead fro!1l 1 to 6, pushing the
Panthers to 27-33·
"We were really killing ourselves. We weren't making smart
decisioni offens1·vely, b sa1'd Khalrian.
In the second half, the Panthers came out ~uch stronger, but
still could not gain th~ ~n._ During
the last minutes, Pra1ne View continued to bring the score within one
or two points of 1!1e Hornets, but
because of the continuous fouling to
stop the clock, they fell further behind.

"They outrebounded us by
a lot. Free throws is why we lost that
game," I(halfan said.
Johnson led the Panthers
again with 15 points, 10 assists
and five rebounds. Smit:11 followed
closely behind with 12 pomts.
.
Prairie View needs to wm
its last two games against Southern
and Alcorn State to make an appearance in the SWAC tournament.

In the conference,
the Panthers rank:
1st in Steals
2nd in Field Goal pct.
3rd in Blocked shots
4th in Assists

By Evan White, The Panther
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Health Matters
Ergogenic aids or whole functional foods
ichalas Lee Hines
Owens-Franklin Health Center
By

By Zach Taylor
Panther Staff

College is a pivotal point
where you define and establish
yourself as the individual you
want to be in life. You are the
determining factor for all aspects of
your life physically, mentally, and
most importantly, spiritually. Our
insights of religion are well beyond
our parents' reach at this point in
our lives.
With the new found
freedom of college, are we still
held accountable for our childhood
bylaws? Do we still wake up extra
early on Sunday morning to go to
Bible study? Do we still walk to the
pulpit and give 10 percent of our
$10 allowance? Are we still active
in the church, or will you only catch
us there on Easter Sunday, dressed
to impress?
For some of us, the
adjustment of not having the extra

push to be as active in church
has had a major effect on our
relationship with God. However,
the release of authority has given
some students opportunities to
grow and branch out with God.
Personally,
I
didn't
grow up in a home where peifect
attendance
at
church
was
mandatory. So, not much has
changed. I don't guarantee that I'll
attend church every Sunday, but I
will make a point during the day to
pick up the Good Book, learn and
give thanks for all the blessings
that He has bestowed upon such an
imperfect being.
On the other hand, 1
am aware that I live in a new day
and age and times have changed.
Donald Edwards, a 2004 business
marketing graduate, now has an
entertainment company of his own,
True Entertainment Productions.
He has been inspired by many
things in life. Edwards goes on to
say, "God is the reason."
Coming into his freshman
year at Prairie View, he felt his
relationship with God was at its
peak. He said he had just joined

the church, and was baptized at
the Missouri City Baptist Church,
which is located in Houston. Mr.
Edwards stresses the fact that when
he went home he went to church.
As timed progres ed, during his
sophomore and junior years, he
felt his relationship with God
weakened because he wasn't going
home as much, where he would
attend church. Yet with time comes
maturity, and by the time he reached
his senior year at PV, he realized
church does not necessarily have to
affect his relations with God.
"God put me through my
last semester, Donald says." His
senior year was by far his most
proactive year in school and out.
Combining thoughts from
the new school and old school, it's
still the same; we must make our
own initiatives to ensure that we
follow our religious practices to
their fullest. Once you are at the
level where nothing in the world can
stand in your way, or be repulsive
with your religious standings, then
you know you have fully adjusted to
the religious aspects of the collegiate
lifestyle.

We're always looking for
that maje tic food that will give us
a quick fix, help cure or prevent
disease, have better-looking skin
and nails, run faster,jump higher,
stay alert and stay focused. As
consumers become more aware
of what an over-all healthy diet
involves, the interest in foods with
added benefits (functional foods)
is increasing. Functional foods
can be consumed as whole foods
or in the fonn of a pill, powder
or liquid, which is referred to as
Ergogenic aids.
This speaks to an
important point. As consumer
awareness of functional foods
increases, so does the interest in
the actual health component of
these foods, which leads to the
interest in Ergogenic aids. What's
great is that consumers generally
know the particular functional
foods that are helpful. Emerging is
the next level of awareness, which
forces nutrition professionals to
begin educating consumers not
solely on the actual food itself; but
on the functional components that
provide the health benefits.

Old focus conflicts with the
national trend
It is the recommendation
of the American Dietetics
Association and the International
Food and Information Council
that rather than emphasizing
individual foods as keys to good
health, the total diet or overall
pattern of foods eaten is the most
important focus of a healthful

eating style. Furthermore, consum~rs
are urged to view single beneficial
dietary components as one part of a
healthly diet and lifestyle rather than
as magic bullets.

Erogenic aids & the media
Are we becoming a country
of cold-pressed, extracted, isolated
and synthesized, pill popping people?
Often very enticing, many of these
Ergogenic aids are at dangerously high
concentrations; which may lead to an
overdose, causing a variety oftoxicities.
Every day we are bombarded with
inaccurate and unproven information
byway of television, radio, the Internet
or friends and family members.
For nutrition professionals,
the first level of awareness is to
educate our consumers with accurate
information and proven research
on the actual food component that
provides the benefit. The second
level of awareness is to educate
our consumers about legitimate
resources to stay current on accurate
information. While consumers are
definitely interested in the magic
bullet; nutrition professionals are
desperately trying to keep a foothold
on the fact that these isolated
functional compounds did not come
out of thin air, but were derived from
the foods we consume each day.
Note for consumers
Consuming the original
source is the bottom line. Functional
whole foods are much safer than bottle
popping, chocking, concentrated
Ergogenic vessels. Much tastier too.
Functional foods are reported to
have more significant health benefits
than other types of food because they
provide higher amounts of one or
more beneficial components.
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Do ring tones Dinner and fashion
define your show highlight etiquette
personality?
By Nastashia Matlock
Panther Staff

From the traditional beep
beep or the brinnnnnggg, to the
polytonic version of songs on a cell
phone, ring tones have always been
popular among cell phones. Over the
last few years the variety in choice of
ring tones has grown among phone
companies. A lot of times people's
cell phones define them, and lately
so have ring tones. People who
keep up with the latest styles and
versions of cell phones are usually
more advanced and into the latest
technology. People who have older
models are seen as old fashioned or
not up-to-date.
Personalized cell phone
ring tones are everywhere, blaring
snippets of chart-topping pop tunes,
1V theme songs, and memorable
movie lines wherever you go.
The songs of artists and
school alma maters have become
very popular. Now-a-days a person
can hardly turn on the television
without seeing a commercial
advertisement for ring tones.
"I was so excited to get an
updated phonejust so I could get ring
tones," stated sophomore computer
science major Thasia Madison. "My
friends always made fun ofmy Nokia
because of my polytones."
Access to ring tones
has become easier with the new
application on up-to-date phones
known as Bluetooth. The Bluetooth
application allows people to share
ring tones and pictures for free.
With this application, ring tones
have become increasingly popular.
So, do ring tones define a person's
personality, or are these ring tones
bought just for the sake of having
them?
"I buy multiple ring tones
for the sake of having them," junior
agriculture major Terri Blackmon
said. "I want a variety for when my
mood changes, I can express my
feelings nonverbally."
Ring tones can be used to
describe the feelings or the mood you
have about another person calling
you. One might use Ciara's song
"Love" as a ring tone for a boyfriend
or girlfriend. One might use Boyz
II Men's song "A Song for Mama"
as a ring tone for their mother, and
Beyonce's song "Daddy" as a ring
tone for their father.
"My ring tones definitely
describe how I feel or describe my

thoughts about my friends," Kevin
Edwards, senior communications
major, said. "For instance, I met a
girl on MySpace and her ring tone is
"Computer Love," of course I don't
love here but it's a perfect fit."
People often use ring tones
to describe their friends. Their
friends might have done something
to them, or might have a favorite
song that reminds that person of
them when it comes on. A popular
ring tone among the women is
Webbie's "I.N.D.E.P.E.N.D.E.N.T."
"I like the song because
it describes me and a lot of my
friends," Blackmon said. "I do have
my own house, my own car, I go to
school, and I work hard as my friend
always says, so I do think of myself
as independent."
Sometimes tempers may
flare among friends and a ring tone
may be changed from one that
reminds you of a friend, to one that
describes how you may feel about a
friend.
"My friend made me mad
one time, so I changed her ring
tone from Gucci Mane's "Go Head"
to Lil Boosie's "I'm Mad," Anansia
Redmon, junior nursing major said,
"I give my friends the ring tones that
make me think of them, or ones' that
describe them."
"I don't necessarily think
my ring tones describe me, but they
do describe how I feel about people
involved in my life," Brittany Terrell,
junior biology major said. "My main
ring tone is usually just a song I
like."
Most of the students at
PrairieA&M University felt the same
way as Terrell. No one interviewed
stated that ring tones define their
own personality. People either get
ring tones to be able to listen to
their favorite songs, or to express
or remind them of how they feel
about others. Some get ring tones
just because they are annoying and
funny.
Although these students
feel this way, it doesn't mean
that these ring tones don't reflect
their personality also. The way
they feel about others is also a
reflection of their personality in a
sense. Sometimes ring tones don't
necessarily define a person, but they
inform others about where they may
be from. If you hear the sounds of
"Walk That Walk" by Durrough,
then most likely you'll think that cell
phone holder is from Dallas. On the
other hand ifyou were to hear Z-Ro's
"Mo City Don" then you'll think that
person is from Houston or better yet
Missouri City. So what does your
ring tone say about you?

Rip the runway: Back to basics has always given students examples of excellent dress, but
RaShonda Robinson shows how to strut it.

By Whitney Harris
Panther Staff

Prairie
View
A&M
University held an etiquette and
dinner program sponsored by
the office of Student Activities
and Leadership on Feb. 28 in the

The Answers
Weekly Update for Freshmen

Are You
In?

Memorial Student Center ballroom.
Students,
faculty and
parents came out to learn the ins
and outs of dinner etiquette. Glenda
Jones, director of career services,
served as the night's teacher and
mistress of ceremony. Some of the
lessons Jones taught included the
correct way to pass food, which
utensilsareusedforwhatandseating
etiquette. Jones also informed the
men that a true gentleman at dinner
always helps a lady.
"I thought the lesson on
etiquette was inforn1ative and very
good," said freshman computer
science major Shamalle Payton.

"Many students at PV don't know
the proper etiquette for eating when
they go to fancy restaurants."
After the dinner, Back to
Basics modeling troupe and Prairie
View student leaders around campus
ripped the runway with various
styles of clothing. The student
leaders displayed business wear and
the models showed off unique PV
apparel, as well as some eccentric,
vintage clothing combinations.
"The clothes were nice
and different. It looked like a real
fashion show," Payton said. "They
had a wide variety of models and it
helped to appease everyone."
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Thursday, March 6

Friday, March 7

Saturday, March 8

Calendar & Events

Sunday, March 9

Monday, March 10

Tuesday, March 11

Wednesday, March 12

All-Faiths Chapel
Worship Experience
10:30am,- l l:30a.m.

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK

PRING BREAK

___;,.---

Mid-Semester
Exa mination Period

Mid-Semester
Examination Period

Mid-Semester
Examination Period

Mid-Semester Grade Due

High 81 F
Low: 5 C)F

